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Seizing Control: Rapid Epilepsy Management in the Emergency Department
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Seizures and status epilepticus are common yet high-risk clinical challenges frequently
encountered in the emergency department. Their management often varies significantly across
medical specialties. This luncheon seminar will present dual perspectives from emergency
medicine and neurology, highlighting their differing approaches to diagnosis and treatment
strategies. Neurologists focus on etiological differentiation and EEG-based diagnosis,
emphasizing long-term seizure control and individualized assessment. In contrast, emergency
physicians must make rapid decisions with limited clinical information, prioritizing stabilization of
vital signs and prompt administration of antiepileptic medications.

The session will also cover the latest international guidelines on epilepsy management, with
particular attention to the often-overlooked risks of non-convulsive seizures (NCS) and non-
convulsive status epilepticus (NCSE) in emergency settings, and their potential impact on patient
outcomes. In addition, the clinical implications of sudden unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP)
will be discussed, reinforcing the importance of early recognition and interdisciplinary
collaboration in reducing epilepsy-related mortality and complications.



